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T’PAMATHUYECKU KATETOPUAN HA CbLLECTBUTENTHUTE UMEHA B
Bb/IFTAPCKU E3UK // GRAMMAR CATEGORIES OF THE NOUNS IN
BULGARIAN LANGUAGE

Ha 6barapckuTe CbLEecTBUTEIHUTE MMEHA Ca Bulgarian nouns have three grammatical
NMPUCHLLN TPM TPaMaTUUECKM KaTeropum: poa, categories: gender, number and definiteness -
4YMCNO 1 ONpeaeneHoCT — Y/ieHyBaHe. definite article.

PO/, HA CbLLECTBUTENHUTE UMEHA // GENDER OF THE NOUNS

BcAKo egHO CbLLECTBUTENTHO UME B 6brapcKu Each noun in Bulgarian is of one of the three
€3UK e OT e4UH OT TPUTe Poaa — MbXKKM poa, genders - masculine, feminine or neuter.
YKEHCKM pog, Uin cpeaeH poa.

CbLUEeCTBUTEIHOTO UME B MBXKKMU pPog, ce The masculine noun is associated with the
CBbP3BaA C yncautenHata ¢opmarta EANH. numerical form EAVUH (ONE).
CbLUEeCcTBUTENHOTO UME B }KEHCKU poj, ce The feminine noun is associated with the
CBbP3BaA C yncamtenHata popmarta EAHA. numeral form EAHA (ONE).

CbLUecTBUTENHOTO UME B CPeAeH poj, ce The neuter noun is associated with the numeral
CBbP3Ba C yncamtenHata popmarta EAHO. form EAHO (ONE).

Bbnpoc:

Kak moxem ga pa3bepem OT KOW poj, e e4HO CbLLECTBUTEIHO MME — OT MbXKKM
PO, OT XEHCKWN poa, UK OT cpeaeH poa??? //

Question:

How can we find out the gender of a noun - male, female or neuter???

OTtrosop:
EAMH OT HauMHKTe aa pa3bepem poaa Ha €4HO CbLLECTBUTENTHO MME € KPanAaT Ha

CbLLECTBUTENHOTO MMe. [lpyr HauMH e Aa nscnensame Bpb3KaTa Ha
CbLLECTBUTENIHOTO UME C APpYrnuTe AyMu B u3pedyeHneTu. TpeTn HaumnH e Aa
nscnegBame onpeaenuTenHua yneH. Ha tosm etan Ha obyyeHune Hue Wwe ce
KOHLIEHTpUPame BbPXY Kpas Ha CblLLecTBUTEeNHOTO nume. //

Answer: One way to understand the gender of a noun is the end of the noun.
Another way is to explore the relationship of the noun to other words in the
sentences. A third way is to examine the definite article. At this stage of
training we will focus on the end of the noun.
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CbLUeCcTBUTENHUTE UMEHA OT MBXKKU pPog, B
O6BNraPCKM 31K 3aBbPLLBAT Ha CbraceH 3BYK.
KakTo 3HaeTe, 6barapckmTe CbrnacHu 38yKoBe
ca:6,8,1,4,%,3,1,K 1,M,HM0,p,CT0o X U,u,
w. Hanpumep: xna6, rpag, naax, mysen, Kaptod
WU T.H.

The nouns of masculine gender in Bulgarian end
in a consonant sound.

As you know, the Bulgarian consonant sounds
are:

6,8,1,4,,3,1,K,1,M,H,,p.CT0}, X, L,4Y, L.
For example: xna6 (bread), (rpaa) city, nnax
(beach), (myseit) museum, (KapTtod) potato etc.

ChbLUEeCTBUTENHUTE UMEHA OT XEHCKM pos, B
6bArapckun e3nk 3aBbpLUBAT Ha r1AceH 3BYK —a
unu —a. Hanpumep: TeTpagka, XMMUKaKa, cTas,
KYXHA U T.H. MankKa rpyna CbLLeCTBUTE/THU
MMEeHa OT XXeHCKM poa NpPaBAT U3KALWYEeHUE OT
NPaBuMIOTO M 3aBbPLUBAT HA Cbr/1aceH 3BYK.
Hanpumep: HoL, NponeT, eceH un ap.

The nouns of feminine nouns in Bulgarian end in
a vowel -a or -ya. For example: TeTpaaka
(notebook), xumnkanka (pen), ctas (room),
KyxHs (kitchen) etc. A small group of feminine
nouns make an exception to the rule and end in
a consonant sound. For example: Howy, (night),
nponer (spring), eceH (autumn) etc.

CbLLecTBUTEIHATE UMEHA OT CpefeH Pos B
6bArapckun e3nK 3aBbpLUBAT Hali-4eCTOo Ha racHu
3BYKOBE: -0, -€, U NO-PAAKO (B YyKAN AYMU) - Ha
rnacHu 3ByKoBe —W, -y, -10. Hanpumep: Abpso,
[AeTe, pacTeHune, Takcu, BUKY, MEHIO U T.H.

The nouns of the neuter gender in Bulgarian
most often end in vowel sounds: -o, -e, and less
often (in foreign words) - in vowel sounds -u, -y,
-to. For example: gbpso (tree), gete (child),
pacteHue (plant), Takcu (taxi), 6usky (jewelry),
MmeHio (menu) etc.

ChluecTBUTENHO UMe — Poa // Noun - Gender

NEEKH PO WEHCKW poa CPeOcH poa
m. . n.
EOWH EOHO
WOMKE
KRR
ChkrnaceH 3BYK -d -0
-A
-2
0,8, 1, 0% ChrnaceH 3ByK -He
3, W, K, 0, M, -H
H, M, p. C.T, -y
ch "I |.|,, ql Lul -H0

YUCNO HA CbLLECTBUTETHUTE UMEHA // NUMBER OF NOUNS

BcAKO CblLECTBUTENHO MMe MOXKe Aa 6bae B
€MHCTBEHO YMC/0 UAN B MHOMECTBEHO YUC/O.
dopmuTe 33 MHOXKECTBEHO YnCNo ce obpasysaT
oT popmuTe 32 €AMHCTBEHO YMC/O0 Ypes
OKOHYaHMA.

Each noun can be singular or plural.

The Plural forms are formed from the singular
forms by endings.
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dopmuTe 33 MBXKKM PO, MHOXKECTBEHO YMC/IO Ce
obpasyBaT ypes A06aBAHE Ha OKOHYaHUATA —
OBE nan -/ kbm dopmuTe 33 €4UHCTBEHO
yncno. Hanpumep: marasuHu, pectopaHTy,
YHUBEPCUTETU U T.H.

The masculine plural forms are formed by
adding the endings -OBE or -U to the singular
forms. For example: marasuHu (shops),
pectopaHTu (restaurants), yHuBepcuTeTH
(universities) etc.

Bbnpoc: Kora nusnonssame okoH4yaHue -OBE u Kora nsnonssame oKoH4YaHue —
M ??? Question: When do we use the ending -OBE and when do we use the

ending -U???

Otrosop: = // Answer:

OkoH4yaHne —OBE nsnonssame 3a o6pasyBaHe Ha
bopmuTe 328 MHOXKECTBEHO YMUCNO Ha
€HOCPUYHUTE CbLUECTBUTE/HU MMEHA.
Hanpumep: 610K0Be, CTONOBE, BNAKOBE U 4.

The ending -OVE is used to form the plural forms
of one-syllable nouns. For example: blocks,
chairs, trains, etc.

OKoHuyaHwue — M nsnonssame 3a obpasysBaHe Ha
bopmUTE 32 MHOXKECTBEHO YMC/IO HA
MHOTOCPUYHWTE CbLLECTBUTE/IHU MMEHA.
Hanpumep: Tenesnsopu, tenedoHwu.

The ending -/ we use to form the plural forms
of multi-syllable nouns. For example:
Tenesumsopwu (TVs), Tenedponu (telephones).

Mpu o6pasyBaHe Ha GOPMUTE 32 MHOMKECTBEHO
YMC/I0 HA MHOTOCPUYHUTE CbLLLECTBUTENHN
MMeHa HacTbnBaT GOHETUYHM NPOMEHU Npes,
OKOoHYaHue - B Tpu cnyyas:

1. Korato cbLecTBUTENHOTO MME B
€AMHCTBEHO YMC/0 3aBbPLIBA Ha
cbrnaceH 38yK K, BbB popmara 3a
MHOXecTBeHO Yncno K ce npomeHs B L,
npea oKoH4yaHue M. Hanpumep: pevyHuK
— PeYHULN, BECTHUK — BECTHULM,
YACOBHUK — 4YaCOBHULM.

2. KoraTo B nocnegHata cpuyKa Ha
CbLECTBUTE/NIHOTO MME B eAUHCTBEHO
4YMCNO CTOM FNAceH 3BYK b, BbB popmaTa
33 MHOKECTBEHO YMC/I0 TOW U3naaa
npea oKoH4yaHueTo M. Hanpumert:
KOMMIOTBHP — KOMMNIOTPU, TeaTbp —
TeaTpm.

3. Korato B nocnegHarta cpmyKka Ha
CbLECTBUTE/NIHOTO MME B eAUHCTBEHO
4YMCNO CTOM rnaceH 3ByK E, BbB popmara
332 MHOKEeCTBEHO YMC/0 TOW u3naaa
npen oKoOH4YaHuneTo W. Hanpumer:
npo3sopeL, — NPO30pLM.

When forming the plural forms of multi-syllable
nouns, phonetic changes occur before the
ending —U in three cases:

1. When the noun in singular form ends in a
consonant sound K, in the plural form K changes
to U, before the ending U. For example: pe4yHuk —
peyHuum (dictionary — dictionaries), BeCTHUK —
BECTHULM (newspaper — Nnewspapers), YaCoBHUK
—yacosHuum (clock — clocks).

2. When in the last syllable of the noun in the
singular form there is a vowel sound b, in the
plural form it falls before the ending -W. For
example: KomnoTbp — KOMNTPK (computer —
computers), Teatbp — TeaTpu (theater —
theaters).

3. When in the last syllable of the noun in the
singular there is a vowel sound E, in the plural
form it falls before the ending |. For example:
window - windows.
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®OHEeTUYHM NPOMEHU B M.p.
npen oKoH4YaHue -U

1. yuyebHuk

2. KOMMNKTLP

3. nposopel

yuyebHUL K

KOMNHOT/pw

nposop/uwn

dopmuTe 3a }KEHCKN PO, MHOMKECTBEHO YMC/O
ce obpasysaT Ypes 3amAHa Ha KPalHKUA rnaceH
3BYK —A /-f1/ c OKOHYaHWeE 32 MHOMEeCTBEHO
yncno —N. Hanprumep: *KeHa — *KeHn, Malika —
MaMKn, HOLLL — HOLLA.

The feminine plural forms are formed by
replacing the final vowel sound -A / -A / with the
ending for the plural -W. For example: »xeHa —
»eHu (woman —women), MaKa — MalKu
(mother — mothers), How, — Howw (night —
nights).

dopmuTe 3a cpesieH pos MHOXKECTBEHO YMCAO Ce
0bpasyBaT Ypes 3amMsAHa Ha KpalHUs rnaceH 3ByK
C OKOHYaHMA 3a cpeaeH poa —A, -TA namn -UA,
KaTo ce ciesBa NpasBuaoTo:

-0 (ea. u.) =2 -A (MH. 4.); Hanpumep: nanto —
nanTa; 6ropo — 6topa.

-E, -W, -Y, 1O 2 TA (MH. 1.); Hanprumep: momye —
MOMYETa, TaKCK — TaKCcuTa, BUKY — BUKyTa,
MEHI0 — MEHIOTa.

-UE = -UA (MH. u.). Hanpumep: cnucaHme —
cnucaHums.

The forms for the neuter gender plural are
formed by replacing the final vowel sound with
endings for the neuter gender -A, -TA or -UA,
following the rule:

-0 (singular) = -A (plural); For example: nanTo-
nanTta (coat — coats); 6topo-6topa (bureau —
bureau).

-E, -U, -Y, 1O (singular) = -TA (plural); For
example: momuye — momyeta (boy — boys), Takcu
— TaKcuTa (taxis — taxis), 6uxKy-6uKyTa (jewelry —
jewelry), meHI0-meHIoTa (menus — menus).

-UE (singular) = -UA (plural). For example:
magazine - magazines.
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CtuwecTBUTENHO UMe — Hucno//
Noun - Number

/1. 4ICT0 MH.GICI0 OKOHYAHIIE
MEEH pod . Texedor Texedomn -I
cTOI cTOI0BE -0BE
cIoil caoeBe -eBe
FREHCKI PO KHIITA KHITH -I
cTas CTaN
HOI HOLH
cpegeH pox IATTO AT -
nepae mepaeTa -Ta
VIpaAHeHIE VIIpaAHEHIA -Is
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